234                     A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
would be ratified by Congress when he returned home. He fought gallantly for his " points," and endeavoured to persuade himself that the concessions that were wrung from him left their principle intact, but what carried him through was his indomitable belief in the League of Nations and Ms strong conviction that if only it could be established on a firm foundation it would prove a remedy for all that was harsh, unjust or unworkable in the Treaty.
This was the faith in which many others who thought large parts of the Treaty of Versailles to be harsh and unjust were led finally to accept it. The Treaty with the League was said to be like Ithuriel's spear which healed the wounds that it inflicted. Here, for the first time, was an International authority, with permanent machinery for the supervision of world affairs, enabling statesmen to co-operate in remedying injustice and keeping the peace, instead of falling apart into hostile camps and engaging in a sinister secret diplomacy. But in 1919 the nations were not prepared to take more than one step forward. They would not resign their separate              §r
sovereignties into the hands of any super-national authority. They would not arm the League with a military force which womd enable it to act independently of them. They insisted that in all the greater emergencies it should act only on a unanimous decision of the statesmen composing its Council —a provision which reserved their right to dissent and break away.
These were serious qualifications and reservations, but the League nevertheless gave peace-keeping a new status in the              i|
world, and offered the one hope that the nations would not relapse into the system of hostile alliances and competing armaments which had led to the catastrophe. The nations were at least under a solemn covenant not to go to war until after they had submitted their quarrels to the judgment of tie League, and they had bound themselves to act tc^jether against breakers of me peace. They had also made provision for the periodical meeting of their statesmen to consult together and keep watch over the course of international ~~
Bet the League suffered heavy blows soon after its birth. To realize President Wilson's ideals, it should have includedsettled by a com-ter the slump of 1929.e establishment of a League at JNations.
